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In the UK, few doctors prescribe diamorphine for the treatment of opiate dependence to a small number of

patients. A retrospective case note review of patients receiving diamorphine in 2000 was conducted in the UK

to determine how and why these patients came to receive a prescription for diamorphine. Patient eligibility

criteria were examined together with doctors’ stated reasons for initiating a diamorphine (heroin) prescription.

Two hundred and ten sets of patients’ case notes were reviewed at 27 of the 42 (64%) drug clinics in England

and Wales where diamorphine was prescribed by the doctor. There appeared to be a general consensus

among the few doctors who had prescribed diamorphine that it was a treatment of last resort, for those with

long histories of heroin use and injecting, and those who had not responded sufficiently well to previous other

treatments. However, there was also a small number of patients initiated on diamorphine without ever having

previously received opiate treatments and some because they were experiencing problems injecting

methadone. This reflects the UK history of the individual doctor’s clinical autonomy in deciding when

diamorphine is appropriate and the previous lack of nationally agreed patient eligibility criteria.

European Addiction Research is a unique international scientific journal for the rapid publication of innovative

research covering all aspects of addiction and related disorders. Representing an interdisciplinary forum for

the exchange of recent data and expert opinion, it reflects the importance of a comprehensive approach to

resolve the problems of substance abuse and addiction in Europe. Coverage ranges from clinical and research

advances in the fields of psychiatry, biology, pharmacology and epidemiology to social, and legal implications

of policy decisions. The goal is to facilitate open discussion among those interested in the scientific and

clinical aspects of prevention, diagnosis and therapy as well as dealing with legal issues. An excellent range of

original papers makes European Addiction Research the forum of choice for all.

Karger Publishers is a worldwide publisher of scientific and medical content based in Basel, Switzerland. It is

independent and family-led in the fourth generation by Chairwoman and Publisher Gabriella Karger. Karger

has been continuously evolving, keeping pace with the current developments and shifts in research and

publishing. The publishing house is dedicated to serving the information needs of the scientific community,

clinicians and patients with publications of high-quality content and services in health sciences.
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