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Section 1
prescription opioids has been severely curtailed under the current guideline and to ensure that
government resources are directed to an effective approach to reducing overdose deaths.
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Background And Rationale
In 2015, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) declared "There is a clear
correlation between opioid prescribing rates and overdose death rates in the United . CC-BY 4.0
International license It is made available under a is the author/funder, who has granted medRxiv a
license to display the preprint in perpetuity. (which was not certified by peer review)

https://www.academia.edu/78713295/Relationships_of_Prescription_Opioid_Sales_to_Opiate_Treatment_Admissions_and_Overdose_Deaths_A_Reanalysis_of_Relationships_United_States_2010_2019


SUMMARY PASSAGE 3

Background And Rationale
In 2015, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) declared "There is a clear
correlation between opioid prescribing rates and overdose death rates in the United . CC-BY 4.0
International license It is made available under a is the author/funder, who has granted medRxiv a
license to display the preprint in perpetuity. (which was not certified by peer review)

SUMMARY PASSAGE 4

Background And Rationale
In 2015, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) declared "There is a clear
correlation between opioid prescribing rates and overdose death rates in the United . CC-BY 4.0
International license It is made available under a is the author/funder, who has granted medRxiv a
license to display the preprint in perpetuity. (which was not certified by peer review)

SUMMARY PASSAGE 5

Background And Rationale
Direct correlations that existed between Total Overdose Deaths (TOD), Any Opioid Deaths (AOD),
Prescription Opioid Deaths (POD), Opiate Treatment Admissions (OTA) and prescription opioid sales
(POS) from 1999-2010 (see Figure 1) led the CDC to conclude that prescribed opioids are the
determinant for overdose deaths and opiate/opioid treatment admissions. [1][2][3][4][5][6][7][8] Since
the 2016 "CDC Guideline for Prescribing Opioids for Chronic Pain" (guideline), cutting prescription
opioid sales has been CDC's, DEA's, legislative policy makers', and practitioners' solution to cut
overdose deaths and opiate treatment admissions. [10][11][12] *** Place Figure 1 Approximately
Here *** The impact of the CDC guideline has been systemic.
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Description Of Data Sources:
The copyright holder for this preprint this version posted March 1, 2022. ;
https://doi.org/10.1101/2022.02.23.22271370 doi: medRxiv preprint maps/index.html Opioid Sales
kg/10,000 (National): For the period from 2006 through 2018/2019, these data were not known to be
publicly available. We instead examined Opioid Prescribing by separately computing MME per
Capita. Consistent with the methods used by the CDC, simple linear regression models were fit to the
data.
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Source Of Funding: None.
The copyright holder for this preprint this version posted March 1, 2022. ;
https://doi.org/10.1101/2022.02.23.22271370 doi: medRxiv preprint Figures Figure 1: CDC Chart
1999-2010, February 28, 2018, Congressional testimony "Combatting the Opioid Crisis." made
before the Committee on Energy & Commerce, Subcommittee on Health U.S. House of
Representatives: "The CDC has shown that a sharp increase in prescriptions for opioids resulted in a
corresponding rise in addiction and overdose deaths. This is a CDC graph.
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